Sensory information and subjective contour.
The possibility that subjective contours are an artifact of brightness contrast was explored. In one experiment, inducing luminance was found to have different effects on the clarity of subjective contours and the magnitude of brightness contrast. The results of a second experiment indicated that differences of luminance in a stimulus display are necessary for subjective contours to be sustained, whereas chromatic differences are not. It is concluded that subjective contour and brightness contrast are distinct perceptual phenomena but share a dependency on the processing of edge information transmitted through the achromatic channels of the visual system.